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HOUSE BI LL 1911

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Rockefeller, Haigh, Carlson, Keiser, Cox, Santos,
Stensen, Quall, Schual -Berke, MiIntire, Lantz and Kessler

Read first tine 02/10/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to school attendance; amendi ng RCW28A. 225. 010; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the essential
academ c learning requirenents are high academ c standards. These
standards are intended to be rigorous and challenging for students to
attain. Successful performance on the first state-w de assessnent of
student progress toward achi evenent of the standards for the fourth
grade represents the cul mnation of a great deal of effort on the part
of students and teachers.

The legislature finds that students who are not enrolled in and
attendi ng school before the age of eight may be denied significant
opportunities to learn the essential academ c |earning requirenents,
and that students not enrolled by the age of six my encounter
extraordinary difficulties in their efforts to achieve the chall engi ng
performance standards set for the fourth grade Washi ngt on assessnent of
student | earning. Therefore, the legislature intends to encourage
parents to enroll children between the ages of six and eight years of
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age in school, and keep them there once those children have been
enrol | ed.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.225.010 and 1998 c 244 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al parents in this state of any child eight years of age and
under ei ghteen years of age shall cause such child to attend the public
school of the district in which the child resides and such child shal
have the responsibility to and therefore shall attend for the full tine
when such school nmay be in session unless:

(a) The child is attendi ng an approved private school for the sane
time or is enrolled in an extension program as provided in RCW
28A. 195. 010(4);

(b) The child is receiving hone-based instruction as provided in
subsection (({4))) (5) of this section;

(c) The child is attending an education center as provided in
chapter 28A. 205 RCW

(d) The school district superintendent of the district in which the
chil d resides shall have excused such child fromattendance because t he
child is physically or nentally unable to attend school, is attending
a residential school operated by the departnent of social and health
services, is incarcerated in an adult correctional facility, or has
been tenporarily excused upon the request of his or her parents for
pur poses agreed upon by the school authorities and the parent:
PROVI DED, That such excused absences shall not be permtted if deened
to cause a serious adverse effect upon the student’s educational
progress: PROVIDED FURTHER, That students excused for such tenporary
absences may be clainmed as full tinme equival ent students to the extent
they would otherwi se have been so clained for the purposes of RCW
28A. 150. 250 and 28A.150.260 and shall not affect school district
conpliance with the provisions of RCW28A. 150.220; or

(e) The child is sixteen years of age or ol der and:

(i) The child is regularly and lawfully enployed and either the
parent agrees that the child should not be required to attend school or
the child is emanci pated in accordance with chapter 13.64 RCW

(iit) The child has already net graduation requirenments in
accordance wth state board of education rules and regul ations; or
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(tit) The <child has received a certificate of educational
conpet ence under rules and regul ati ons established by the state board
of education under RCW 28A. 305. 190.

(2) ILf a parent enrolls a child of six or seven years of age in the
public school of the district in which the child resides, that parent
has the responsibility to ensure the child attends for the full tinme
when that school is in session, unless one of the exceptions in
subsection (1) of this sectionis nmet. This subsection does not apply
to a child enrolled in a public school part tinme for the purpose of
receiving ancillary services.

(3) A parent for the purpose of this chapter neans a parent
guardi an, or person having |l egal custody of a child.

((3))) (4) An approved private school for the purposes of this
chapter and chapter 28A. 200 RCWshal |l be one approved under regul ati ons
established by the state board of education pursuant to RCW
28A. 305. 130.

((4))) (5) For the purposes of this chapter and chapter 28A. 200
RCW instruction shall be hone-based if it consists of planned and
supervi sed i nstructional and rel ated educational activities, including
a curriculum and instruction in the basic skills of occupational
education, science, mathematics, |anguage, social studies, history,
health, reading, witing, spelling, and the developnment of an
appreciation of art and nusic, provided for a nunber of hours
equivalent to the total annual program hours per grade |Ievel
established for approved private schools under RCW 28A 195.010 and
28A. 195.040 and if such activities are:

(a) Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child only
and are supervised by a certificated person. Acertificated person for
purposes of this chapter and chapter 28A 200 RCW shall be a person
certified under chapter 28A. 410 RCW  For purposes of this section
"supervised by a certificated person” neans: The planning by the
certificated person and the parent of objectives consistent with this
subsection; a m nimumeach nonth of an average of one contact hour per
week with the child being supervised by the certificated person; and
eval uation of such child s progress by the certificated person. The
nunmber of children supervised by the certificated person shall not
exceed thirty for purposes of this subsection; or

(b) Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child only
and who has either earned forty-five college | evel quarter credit hours
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or its equivalent in senmester hours or has conpleted a course in home-
based instruction at a postsecondary institution or a vocational-
technical institute; or

(c) Provided by a parent who is deenmed sufficiently qualified to
provi de hone-based instruction by the superintendent of the | ocal
school district in which the child resides.

((65))) (B) The | egi slature recogni zes that hone-based i nstruction
is less structured and nore experiential than the instruction normally
provided in a classroom setting. Therefore, the provisions of
subsection ((4))) (5) of this section relating to the nature and
quantity of instructional and rel ated educational activities shall be
i berally construed.

~-- END ---
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